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Announcement 

Our faith is one of Christian symbols, rituals and traditions. On this 

important holy day of Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit, we 

typically use the symbol of the dove, or flames, or the butterfly to help 

us visualize and attempt to understand that which really can’t be 

understood, the mystery of the Holy Spirit. Today, as we live into this 

time of new and unexpected events and surroundings, we will 

incorporate into worship a new symbol for the Holy Spirit, the symbol 

of the wild goose, which comes from the tradition of Celtic Christianity. 

As we worship together this morning in the presence of our triune 

God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit, May the peace of Christ be with you. 

Sermon 

We worship a triune God-Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  In the 

PCUSA tradition, we learn much about the Creator-Father, who also has 

mothering tendencies and Son-Jesus Christ, The creator’s son-fully 

human and fully divine that provides for atonement, salvation and 

eternal life through his action on the cross and resurrection from the 

tomb.  But today is the day when the Holy Spirit is recognized-

Comforter, Advocate, Companion, Spirit of Jesus ever with us on this 

day of Pentecost. 
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We may be familiar with the symbol of the PCUSA that helps us to 

visualize this trinity.  You can see many symbols in this logo for the 

Word-written and proclaimed, the cross, and the Holy Spirit with the 

dove at the top representing the Spirit at Jesus’ baptism, the flames 

below for the burning bush-the Spirit of God, speaking to Moses in the 

mountains or the flames of the tongues as we read in Acts today.  

We have also used the symbol of the butterfly, for metamorphisis 

and new life. 
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This year as Russell and Melanie and I worked on designing 

worship for this special holy day of Pentecost, Russell suggested using 

the wild goose as our symbol and focus.  The Wild Goose comes from 

the Celtic tradition of Christianity, from Ireland, Wales, Scotland, and 

England.  St. Patrick is a well-known Celtic Christian.  Celtic Christians 

emphasize creation.  If you have ever been to Scotland or Ireland, how 

easy it is to remember the rolling, lushly green hillsides, with trees and 

grass and flowers, and animals and lakes abounding. As farmers who 

were intricately involved with the earth and all God’s goodness 

provided through creation, this was a natural contextual way to try to 

understand the mystery of the Christian faith.  As Patrick and others 

like, Columbanus worked with the druid peoples in accepting 

Christianity and the love of Jesus, they used symbols of the people to 

help in that transformation.  Just as bread, and juice and water are 

symbols for us and as well as the PCUSA logo.  For the Celtics, the Holy 

Spirit became depicted through the Wild Goose.  

As Mark Batterson, a pastor in a church in our nation’s capital, 

Washington DC, writes in his book the Wild Goose Chase, much like a 

wild goose, the Spirit of God cannot be tracked or tamed.  An element 

of danger and an air of unpredictability surround the Holy Spirit. And 

while the name may sound a little sacrilegious, as Rev. Batterson 

continues, I cannot think of a better description of what it’s like to 
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pursue the Spirit’s leading through life than a Wild Goose Chase.  Rev. 

Batterson asks, “Has institutional Christianity missed out on something 

by perhaps clipping the wings of the Wild Goose and settled for 

something less than what God originally intended for us?” Unlike what 

we may normally think of as a Wild Goose Chase- an adventure without 

destination, direction or purpose, in this faith context, a Wild Goose 

Chase means trusting God, knowing that God is working God’s plan-

realizing God will take you to unimagined places by unimagined 

pathways.  

Perhaps this is what the disciples and friends encountered on the 

actual day of Pentecost, an unsettling, untamed experience that would 

take them to places they could not begin to imagine, doing ministry 

they could never begin to imagine--not like the dove, but the like the 

wild goose.   

Take Peter for example, if ever there was a person who followed 

Jesus and was filled with the Holy Spirit as a wild goose, Peter is surely 

one.  Peter-the one who got out of the boat and walked on the water-

even for a short time. Passionate, unexpecting, unsettling behavior. Just 

like all of us, Peter denied Christ.  For Peter that denial happened in the 

garden and during Jesus’ trial.  Peter was mentored by Christ, and just 

like us, he would fall back to old patterns when Jesus’ presence isn’t 
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felt—like fishing from the right side of the boat only at night after Jesus’ 

death, only to be reminded and convinced to do something different 

and fish from the left side of the boat during the day when the 

resurrected Jesus appeared to him from the beach.  And on this day of 

Pentecost, Peter is empowered to stand up and interpret the actions of 

the Holy Spirit not as drunken disciples or like new wine but as many 

wild geese simultaneously empowered by the Holy Spirit to fly in new 

directions, with new languages and with a new message of Jesus’ love 

and reconciliation. 

As you reflect on this new way of imagining the Holy Spirit, do you 

think this church’s or your own wings have been clipped?  Or is this 

church or you soaring freely, fiercely, passionately as you live into the 

commandment of loving God with all your heart, your mind, your soul 

and your neighbor as yourself?  

Just as each part of the Trinity is in balance with each other, since 

all parts are equal and in unity, I feel like I must pause and speak about 

balance with the Wild Goose.  When we selected the theme of the Wild 

Goose for Pentecost, we were not experiencing the growing, escalating 

unrest in today’s society. When I speak of Wild Goose chase, please 

realize I am saying that Holy Spirit comes in love and reconciliation, not 

with disrespect, not with violence that causes bodily harm or even 
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death. At the center of this imagery is love, not hate. And that is how 

we are to act with love and not with hate. 

In Peter’s speech, the first sermon, he quotes the Old Testament 

prophet Joel, of dreaming dreams and having visions.  I am hoping that 

we can agree that the dream and the vision we are striving to obtain is 

the beloved community.  A beloved community where all people are 

respected, where in our diversity we have unity, that we are each loved 

as God’s special child—no matter our race, our gender, our age, our 

political affiliation. 

This is the venue in which we must act as the Wild Goose.  

Through the love of Christ, allowing the Holy Spirit to empower us so 

that we can stand and act for systemic justice reform, so that access to 

health care and education are equally available to all God’s children. So 

that racial discrimination with all the accompanying fear, unbalance of 

power, and inequality of justice is abolished. So that the George Floyds 

of Minneapolis aren’t choked to death by a knee on a throat, so that 

the Breonna Taylors of Louisville, Kentucky are not killed in their own 

apartments, so that the Ahmed Ahbreys of Georgia are not shot while 

jogging in the park. So that people of color—all color—are recognized 

and loved and treated equally and with justice. Is this church ready to 
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be a Wild Goose, chasing intentionally after the dream and vision of the 

beloved community so aptly described by Martin Luther King, Jr? 

If we do nothing, are we complacent in battling the injustice of 

racism? Now, perhaps now, perhaps finally, the time is right for each of 

us to act passionately, perhaps unexpectedly as Presbyterians, as a 

gaggle of wild geese, in community and relationship to work within our 

neighborhood to begin to reform this system of racial discrimination 

and systemic injustice. The prophet  Amos, a farmer during the time of 

exile in the Old Testament, tells us that justice is suppose to roll down 

like streams of righteous. Is that vision becoming realized? Or, is that 

living water only trickling? 

What is God calling us to say and to do? What are we learning 

from our prayer life on how our triune God is calling us to action? Doing 

nothing is doing something. Is doing nothing pleasing to God at this 

time? We have each endured much these past 3 months, no one is 

denying that.  Yet, how much have our brothers and sisters of color, 

endured over the past 400 hundred years? What is God calling us to say 

and do?  What Wild Goose Chase, meaning following and being 

empowered by the Holy Spirit are we being called to participate in? 

Last week, we heard how the disciples were instructed to wait.  

Perhaps now, the waiting is over—not just for the disciples but for us 
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also so we  can act passionately, unsettling, as with respect for God’s 

love to help with this. 

As we discern, as we take action, let’s us close with the lectionary 

reading from the Gospel of John that speaks of love which we so 

desperately need to demonstrate now: 

John 7: 37-39 37 “On the last and greatest day of the festival, 

Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to 

me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers 

of living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he meant the 

Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to 

that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been 

glorified.” 

Jesus has been glorified.  The Holy Spirit has been given. May our 

own lives reflect and pour out the living water that flows into them. 

Alleluia and Amen 

 

 


