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 DEACONS ’ NEWS  

On April 19, the Deacons met to discuss 

plans and activities for Spring.  The Mission 

Committee reported that five very large 

shopping bags of pants and underwear were 

delivered to Head Start.  The clothing drive 

was very successful due to the generosity of 

the congregation.  Monetary donations 

adding up to $115.00 were also given.  

Since the closet at Head Start was full, this 

money was given to the teachers at Willard 

School to restock their “Emergency 

Closets”.  The Deacons voted to give Mrs. 

Isabella, Willard’s Art Teacher, a donation 

of $350.00.  She is currently creating a 

multi-media elementary art project for 

students to expand their knowledge of art 

and the relationship to the community.  

Projects such as this have a lasting benefit 

for both students and their neighborhoods. 

 Easter was a busy time for the Deacons.  

The Congregational Care and Fellowship 

Committees delivered twenty-five Easter 

treats to the homes of our Special Care 

Members.  The Mission Committee 

prepared twenty Easter treat bags for the 

children living at Someplace Safe. They 

also delivered flowering plants for the 

women and staff there.   

The Grocery Distribution took place on 

April 20.  Thirty-six bags of groceries 

were given out. Some of the items given 

were bags of potatoes, apples, leeks, 

frozen chicken, pasta, canned goods, 

soap, and paper products.   

The programs for May are in the planning 

phase.  The Congregational Care 

Committee is arranging a treat of “Hugs 

and Kisses” for the congregation on 

Mother’s Day.  (Dads, don’t feel left out- 

a special sweet treat is planned for 

Father’s Day, too.)  The Fellowship 

Committee is planning a Cupcake 

Reception for the members of the 

Confirmation Class on Mother’s Day 

after worship.  Hopefully, this event will 

take place outside-weather permitting.   

Please plan to attend to congratulate the 

Confirmation Class for their work and 

journey to become members of our 

church. 

The Deacons would like to thank the 

congregation for all of their support for 

our projects.  If you are aware of any 

member’s needs we should address, 

please let one of the Deacons know.  

Peace and Blessings, 

Sarah Hirt Buzulencia,  Vice Moderator 

Pants and underwear 

donated for Head Start.  
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  THE SP  RE 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WARREN 

SERVICE PROJECTS 

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

 This month the Church Growth Committee would like to introduce two 

more of our newest members, David and Thelma Snyder, who are joining FPC 

Warren from the Niles Presbyterian Church.  Wasting no time, we asked David to 

fill a vacant seat on Session and he jumped right in. 

 Both David and Thelma have been affiliated with the Presbyterian Church 

since they made their confirmations at age 12.  David is a retired CPA who enjoys 

coin collecting and playing bridge.  While at the Niles church, he served on Session, 

finance and endowment.  Currently he sits on our Session. 

 Recently he has enjoyed reading The Sailboat Church and Alex Trebek’s 

book The Answer Is.  He also enjoys watching Antique Road Show, Shark Tank, 

Jeopardy, and sports. 

 Thelma is a retired teacher who served on Deacons and taught Christian 

Education for over 30 years while in Niles. She was instrumental in seeing that FPC 

Warren received a tremendous amount of CE material from the Niles church. She 

would like to become a little more familiar with the people and programs of our 

church before deciding where to serve. She and David have two adult sons.  She 

enjoys genealogy as a hobby.  In addition to Antique Roadshow and The Answer Is, 

Thelma also enjoys Finding Your Roots and This Is Us. 

 Welcome, David and Thelma!  We look forward to getting to know you. 

Confirmand Johanna Wright finished her service 

project. She made books for patients at a local 

nursing home. These booklets are filled with 

various magazine pictures of scenery and people 

to entertain dementia patients. 

Confirmands Kennedy 

and Kylie McKee and 

Addison Schubert 

made placemats for 

Mobile Meals for 

their service project.  
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Actions from Session for April 2021:  

The Comfirmation Class and their 
mentors were guests of Session. The 
members of the class and their 
mentors were in breakout rooms 
where the confirmands read their 
statements of faith and were 
questioned by Elders. Upon 
returning, a motion to accept the 
class was approved. The 
Confirmation Class will formally join 
on Mother’s Day, May 9, 2021, when 
they will lead aspects of worship.  

Building and Grounds reported 
getting bids for repair of the 
structural damage in the Narthex. 
The purchase of a new copier at 
$7500.00 plus $60-70 monthly 
charges was approved. The lease on 
the current copier will expire in June.  

Foundation sealing will begin April 
26, 2021. 

Finance and Stewardship reported 
YTD income of $136,815.46 with 
YTD expenses of $99,386.92. These 
figures include the funds of the Board 
of Deacons.  

The job description for the Director 
of Youth and Family Ministry has 
been posted. There have been 
responses. 

The Church Officer Nominating 
Committee is contacting members 
about filling openings on boards that 
are created as terms expire.  

Session approved the church charging 
for parking during the summer 
concerts at the amp. 

Our active membership remains at 
225 plus the six girls in the 

GRADUATES: 

If your student in high school or 
college is graduating this year, 
please contact the Church Office. 
We are planning a special section in 
the June SPIRE. Thank you. 

Confirmation Class. 

Continue to follow health safety 
guidelines. Get your vaccinations. 
Session continued limiting use of the 
building to worship and our church 
groups. 

Peace, Ray Rubrake 

      Worship Committee 
Communion will be celebrated on 

May 2, 2021, during worship. 

The movie Just Mercy, based on the 

book we have studied, will be shown 

at the church May 2, 2021, from 2:00 

to 5:00 pm. The Rev. Dr. John Welch 

will lead the discussion. This is open 

to interested parties. Call the Church 

Office to register. There will be 

refreshments. 

May 9, 2021, Mother’s Day: The 

Confirmation Class will join the 

church, and we will celebrate Youth 

Sunday. 

The Rev. Gena Thornton will be in the 

pulpit May 23, 2021, which is 

Pentecost. Pastor Betty will be away 

celebrating receiving her Doctor of 

Ministry degree, which she will 

receive May 22, 2021.  

Church Growth Committee 
joyfully will welcome six 
confirmands, Jayda Hayes, 
Kennedy McKee, Kylie 
McKee, Addison Schubert, 
Brianna Wistar, and Johnna 
Wright, into membership on 
Mother’s Day, May 9, during 
worship. Their mentors, Deb 
Ries, Chris Lovett, Susan Stahl, 
Cathy Vanasdale, Susan 
Nadenichek, and Jenny 
Annandono, who have been 
with them on this journey of 
classes and projects, will 
become their Koinonia friends 
and continue to help them feel 
a sense of belonging and active 
participation in our church, its 
ministry, and its mission. 

River Rock at the Amp 

The concerts are back this year 

which means we will be charging 

for parking. The series starts 

Saturday, May 29, runs through 

Saturday, August 29, and has 14 

events. 

We need people in three shifts 

(4:15 to 6:15, 6:15 to 8:15, and 

8:15 to 9:45) to collect money and 

assist people attending the Amp 

events. 

There will be a signup sheet in 

Fellowship Hall, so please take a 

shift or two or three. 

If you would like to help but are 

not coming to the Church, please 

call Ray Rubrake. 

The money raised is split ½ for 

Relay for Life and ½ to the Church 

for upkeep of the parking lot. 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  Our next celebration of Communion will be Sunday, May 2, 2021, 
during our regular 10:00 a.m. worship service. Please have your juice and bread ready.  
TWO-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING  The Deacons will be collecting for the 2¢-A-Meal offering on 
Sunday, May 2, 2021, during our regular worship service.  This program provides a channel for 
Presbyterians to respond to the crisis of hunger at home and abroad.   
CONGREGATIONAL CARE If you or someone you know would like a visit or assistance from the 
Deacons, please call the Church Office.  
FPC WEB PAGE ADDRESS is http://www.fpcwarren.org - come visit us on the ‘Net!  Our e-mail 
address is fpcwarren@hotmail.com  
LISTEN TO US EVERY SUNDAY MORNING at 10:00 a.m. on WHTX 1570 AM. 

MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVED The Church Office will be closed Friday, May 28, and 
Monday, May 31, 2021, in observance of Memorial Day.  Let us give thanks and honor to all 
Veterans who have served our country in the past and who are currently serving. 

MIRIAM ESTHER CIRCLE will meet at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 6, in Fellowship Hall. Bring 
your own lunch and beverage and join us for this time of fellowship and study.  

PUZZLES: Do you enjoy doing puzzles? We have a wonderful selection of puzzles for you to borrow they 
are located on the book shelf in Fellowship Hall. Most of them have fewer than 1000 pieces. Stop in; 
take one; complete it; return it; borrow another. Enjoy!    

COURAGEOUS CONVERSATIONS, THE TIME IS NOW FOR YOUR FAMILY IN ELEMENTARY 
AND MIDDLE SCHOOL: Join us on Tuesday, May 4, from 7 – 8 p.m. via Zoom to converse about 
developing protective factors in the prevention of substance abuse in your children and grandchildren. Cathy 
Loomis, Prevention Program Manager for Compass Family and Behavioral Health Organization, will be part 
of the discussion group. 

Address corrections from the March SPIRE insert:  

Cindy Athya’s phone number 301-325-7798 

New Address: 

Mary Kilpatrick 4300 Hewitt Gifford Rd. Warren, OH 44481 

GOOD STUFF YOU NEED TO KNOW 
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First Presbyterian Church of Warren, Ohio 
Mission Statement 

First Presbyterian Church is a worshiping, welcoming Community of Faith.  We are called by 
God to be ambassadors of Christ to all people through preaching the gospel, teaching 

discipleship and serving in the name of Christ Jesus. 

First Presbyterian Church of Warren, Ohio 
Vision Statement 

Glorify and enjoy God through worship, education and service. 
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be joining us that day as well as we 
celebrate the dedication and hard 
work of these young ladies.  As many 
of you saw at Vespers in the Fall, 
these girls interact very well with one 
another and support one another. 
They represent five different schools 
and have a wide variety of interests, 
but when we come together they 
focus on building their faith in God 
and friendship with each other! 

On May 9, the new members will be 

recognized and participate in the 

worship service. This will be an 

incredibly special day- recognizing 

Mothers but also recognizing six new 

young ladies as members of our 

congregation. Thank you to all the 

parents and the congregation for your 

support and prayers for these 

individuals. We are so blessed to have 

them as members of First 

Presbyterian Church of Warren. 

Donna Latessa 

Gloriously, Pastor Betty and I can 
report that all six of our confirmands 
became members of First 
Presbyterian Church on April 21, 
2021, after they went before Session 
for examination. Sharing their Faith 
Statements were Jayda Hayes with 
Mentor Susan Nadenichek, 
Kennedy McKee with Mentor 
Chris Lovett, Kylie McKee with 
Mentor Jenny Annandono, 
Addison Schubert with Mentor 
Cathy Vanasdale, Brianna Wistar 
with Mentor Deb Ries, and Johnna 
Wright with Mentor Susan Stahl.  
The girls spent the last four months 
studying scripture and answering the 
four questions for membership into 
the church, meeting with members 
and friends of the congregation on 
topics related to discipleship, 
trusting in God, turning away from 
sin, and doing missionary work. 
Mentors were instrumental in 
helping each girl write her faith 
statement and complete two service 
projects  as well as prepare for 
weekly class.   Despite their busy 
schedules, the girls continue their 
ongoing card ministry to about 25 
members and friends of the 
congregation.  

On May 2, we will all gather for a 
retreat at Crestfield Camp and 
Conference Center in Slippery 
Rock, PA. to participate in spiritual 
formation and fun activities outside 
and then head to Pastor Betty and 
Dave Angelini’s home for lunch and 
canoeing on the creek.  Mentors will 

STEEPLE PEOPLE 

The next issue of Steeple People 
will be included with the 

June Spire.  If there is a high 

school or college graduate in your 
household, please send the name 
of the student and the school to 
Sue Kindelberger at 
sueakind@aol.com. Also, please 
send a photo of the graduate to 
Kathie in the office. The deadline 
for this information will be May 
12.  And...keep those book titles 
and authors coming!  Thank you!  

The Voices of Micah 6:8 continue 

to be engaged in learning more 

about issues of social injustice and 

racism. The group held their last 

session of the VOM Book Study 

for Just Mercy- A Story of Justice 

and Redemption by Bryan 

Stephenson on April 11, 2021 with 

thirty individuals participating. On 

Sunday, April 18, an in-person 

session was held at the church 

discussing how the book study 

worked via Zoom and topics such 

as ways this book spoke to our 

faith and our willingness to 

respond. The group is discerning 

what our future plans will be in 

addition to our completing a 

community survey using the Vital 

Congregations neighborhood 

survey tool.  The next event will be 

the showing of the movie Just 

Mercy at the church at 2:00 p.m. 

on May 2, 2021, for any members 

or friends of the congregation who 

were unable to participate in the 

book study. A discussion led by the 

Rev. Dr. John Welch will follow 

the movie. This project has been 

funded by an $1800.00 grant Mercy 

Only for the Privileged: Raising Up and 

Reaching Out to All God’s Children 

from the Synod of the Covenant. 

We thank all members for their 

participation and continue to 

encourage anyone who is interested 

to join the working group.  All in-

person meetings will follow 

masking and social distancing 

guidelines.   

VOICES OF MICAH 6:8 BETTY’S JOYFUL NOISE 
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 Dear Friends, 

Let’s face it—the past 12 months have been hard with social distancing and not being 
able to worship together every Sunday in the sanctuary. The good news is that we 
learned that we are adaptable and creative children of God. Last summer, we began the 
practice of worshipping together every other week on the back lawn from 6:30 to 7 p.m. 
The Worship Committee has discerned that we will continue that practice this year. We 
will start the first Tuesday in June, which is actually June 1. 

Worship will start at 6:30 p.m. with a time of music, prayer, Scripture reading, and 
reflection. If you would like to bring your dinner and eat with others before worship 
starts and/or stay after for a bring-your-own dessert and chat with friends, please do 
so. This worship is also a “bring-your-own-chair” event. Please remember to put a 
portable chair in your car when you come. Of course, sitting on the grass with a blanket 
is also welcomed. 

Being outside is an added prevention technique in potential Covid-19 protection when 
groups gather together. We will also follow the CDC guidelines at the time about 
masking and social distancing. 

Let’s demonstrate to the neighborhood that we are not confined to inside our building 
but that our faith is bulging at the seams, so we come outdoors to sing God’s praises. 

Please mark your calendars for the first, third, and fifth Tuesdays in June and be a part 

of the worship-filled celebration of God’s blessings and the sharing of concerns that 

trouble our hearts. 

Joyfully, 

Pastor Betty 
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1 
Confirmation Retreat at 
Crestfield 

2   
Communion/2¢ -A-Meal 
9:00 am Zoom Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 
2:00 pm Just Mercy Movie 
 

3 
3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship & 
Follow-up 

4   
 
 

5 
5:00 pm LHS Parking Lot 
5:00 pm Confirmation 
Class 
 

6  National Day of Prayer 

9:00 am Prayer Talk 
11:00 am Miriam Esther Cir. 
5:00 pm LHS Parking Lot 
7:00 pm Worship Meeting 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8   

 
 

9 Mother’s Day 

9:00 am Zoom Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship  
   
 
 

10 
3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship & 
Follow-up 

11  
4:00 pm Finance Meeting 

12 
 

13 
Ascension of the Lord 
9:00 am Prayer Talk 
7:00 pm CE Meeting 
 

14 
 

15  
 

16  
9:00 am Zoom Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship  
 

 17 
3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship & 
Follow-up 
6:00 pm Zoom Deacons 

18  
10:30 am Free Grocery 
Distribution 
 

19  
7:00 pm Zoom Session 
Meeting 
 

20 
9:00 am Prayer Talk 
7:00 pm Church Growth 
 
 

  21 
SPIRE Deadline 

22 
 

23 Pentecost 
9:00 a Sunday Sch. 
10:00 a Worship   
                    

                    30 Trinity 
           9:00 a Sunday Sch. 
           10:00 a Worship   

24  

 
 
 

                    31 
             Memorial Day 

25 
 

26 
7:00 pm Communications 
Meeting 

27 
9:00 am Prayer Talk 

28 29 

FPC MAY 2021 
 FPC Birthdays 

05/01  Susan Devanny 

05/02  Cliff Straitiff 

05/03  Sandy Van Fossan   
  Addison Odille 

  Ian Odille 

05/04  Sue Kindelberger    

  Erin (Brodell) Tilton 

  Watson Meyer 

05/06  Jenny Annandono 

05/07  Chris Lovett                        
  Karen (Hesselman) Scrafford 
  Zach Scher 
  Emma Creighton 
 
05/08  Linda Adair                        
  Marjorie Walker                      
  John Carroll 

05/09  Violet Burd 

05/12  Barbara Copeland 

05/13  Jacob Ewell 

05/16  Dotty Hope  

  Josephine Caputo 

  Katherine Caputo 

  Franco Muccio 

05/17  Jennifer Beerbower 

  Donna Latessa 

05/20  John Pogue 

  Rocco Muccio 

05/22  Jeanne Brown 

05/27  Katylu Herriman  

05/29  Janet Williams 

  Betty Angelini  

If we have overlooked anyone’s birthday, 
we apologize.  Please contact the Church 
Office so that we may update our records. 
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