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DEACONS’ NEWS: On March 15 the Deacons held their monthly meeting to discuss upcoming events 
and programs for Spring.  The updated Board of Deacons Policy Manual was presented by Sarah Buzulencia.  This 
outlines the mission and work of the Deacons within the Church and community.  The manual will be reviewed and 
updated every three years to keep it aligned with the changing needs of the congregation.   

A successful Grocery Distribution took place on March 16 with 41 bags of groceries given to people in 
need.  The pleasant spring weather and the social media outreach benefited the event.  Some of the items in the bags 
were canned goods, paper products, onions, lettuce, chicken, taco meat, juice, and pasta.   

The Fellowship and Congregational Care Committees are working together on various projects.  
Leprechauns (Deacons) delivered forty “lucky” members a shamrock plant on March 16.   Plans are being finalized 
for a special Easter treat for our Special Care Members.  The Birthday Recognition is an ongoing project for the 
year.  The Fellowship Committee is developing plans to celebrate the Confirmation Class journey to Church 
membership.  As always, the outreach to our congregation continues to be the main focus of projects and events. 

The Mission Committee’s collection of sweatpants, pants, and underwear for the Head Start Program was 
very successful.  A heartfelt thank you is extended to all who donated to this project.  Your support will certainly 
make happier and drier days for the young children participating in this educational program.  With Easter 
approaching, the committee is making Easter gifts for the women and children housed at Someplace Safe.  The 
children will receive an Easter treat basket, and flowers will be given to the women.   

The Deacons greatly appreciate the support for our congregation for the work we do in the community and 

our Church.  May you feel the bright, joyful blessings God has to offer you during this Easter holiday. 

Happy Easter,  

Sarah Hirt Buzulencia, Deacons, Vice Moderator 
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  THE SP  RE 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WARREN              

Let’s take a minute this month to welcome new members Richard Coupland 
and Susan Jeffers into the fold of First Presbyterian Church of Warren.   
Richard and his brother, Bob, who was featured a few months ago, are joining 
us from Niles Presbyterian Church. 
Rich has been affiliated with the Presbyterian Church his entire life.  He is a 
sales representative for Keurig/Dr. Pepper and in his free time enjoys reading, 
golfing, bowling, and watching The History Channel. 
He has served in the past as a Deacon and Elder and is open to serving on any 
committee here at FPC.  He also is interested in growing in the area of Bible 
study. 
In addition to Richard, we are also welcoming Susan Jeffers to FPC this month.  
Susan has been a member of the Presbyterian Church for 12 years.  A widow 
and retired, she makes her home with her niece. She too is coming to us from 
Niles Presbyterian Church. 
Susan has been both a Deacon and an Elder and helped with church dinners, 
the church food pantry, and clothing giveaways.  She also helped maintain the 
church property.  Here at FPC she is interested in our flower room. 
Susan enjoys crafts, working with flowers, and says she enjoys every Hallmark 
movie she has ever watched. 
We look forward to the day, hopefully coming soon, that we can welcome these 
new members in person!  Until then, please keep them in your thoughts and 
prayers as they begin to acclimate to life as a member of FPC. 
 

NARTHEX FLOOR 
The Congregational 
Care Committee is 
happy to keep our 
college students on our 
care list. “Goodie” 
boxes were sent to 
Brandon Holk, Cara 
Annandono, Emily 
Oswald, Tavish and 
Everett Burd.  

Buck Gillispie, Marty Nadenichek, and David Skipper worked together to remove the 
ceiling below the problem area. See ‘Brokenness’ on page 6 for more information. 

NEW MEMBERS SPOTLIGHT 

GOODIE BOXES! 

Emily 
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Actions from the Regular Meeting of Session of 
March 17, 2021. 

Session has approved opening the 
building for in-church groups 
effective March 18, 2021. The 
restrictions of maintaining distance, 
wearing a mask, not using the 
kitchen, and not wandering about the 
building still apply. The complete list 
of rules is posted on our website. 

Building and Grounds Committee 
reported structural damage in the 
Narthex. The area is blocked off until 
repairs are completed. 

Finance and Stewardship reported 
YTD income of $110,399.65 with 
YTD expenses of $63,577.39. These 
figures include the funds of the Board 
of Deacons. An internal audit of 
FPCW finances conducted in 
September 2020 was presented and 
approved. The Small Business 
Administration has approved 
forgiving the Payroll Protection Plan 
Loan FPCW received in 2020. 

The job description for the Director 
of Youth and Family Ministry was 
accepted. A committee to search for a 
candidate will be formed. This need 
was identified in the Self-study of 
2014-15 and the Holy Cow Survey. 

Session approved first come-first 
served seating for worship on Palm 
Sunday and Easter. Once the 
Sanctuary seating is filled, the 
overflow will be in Fellowship Hall. If 
that is exhausted, members will be 
urged to stay in their cars in the 
parking lot and listen on WHTX 1570 
AM. The services will be on 
Facebook. 

Session has submitted a letter asking 
that we replace Niles First on the 
boards overseeing two senior housing 
complexes in Niles. New members 
Thelma Snyder and Richard Coupland 
from Niles First would continue as 
members of the boards. 

Our active membership remains  at 
225. 

Continue to follow health safety 
guidelines. Get your vaccinations. 

Peace, 

Ray Rubrake, Clerk  

Communion will be celebrated on 

Maundy Thursday, April 1, and 
Easter, April 4. 

Worship/Study events for Lent: 

The Gospel of Mark in 40 Days – 

a self-guided reading, study, and 
prayer discipline continues. 

The family devotions for Lent, 
With Our Savior, continue 

through Holly Week. 

The discussion of the book Just 
Mercy, sponsored by the Voices 
of Micah 6:8 Book Group, started 

February 28 at 7:00 via Zoom 
and continues every two weeks 

thereafter.  

Our worship experience has 

been enhanced with Phase I of 

the sound upgrade in the 
Sanctuary and the use of a new, 

faster computer to support the 
Facebook video. 

Seating in the Sanctuary will be 
first come-first served for Easter. 

All services will be on Facebook. 

Ray Rubrake   

CLERK’S CORNER 

COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

Greetings from the Communications 

Committee!  We are the folks in charge of 
monitoring all forms of communication 

here at the Church, including the Spire, 

the eSpire, the Facebook page, and the 

Church Website.  We are currently 

working on updating the Website to 

make it as welcoming, informative and 
easy-to-use as possible to encourage new 

people to join us in worship.   

For anyone who has something of interest 

to put in the Spire or eSpire, contact 

Kathie Trowbridge at the Church Office.  
If there’s something you think would be 

good on Facebook, contact Brian 

Annandono.  Just remember, there are 

deadlines for all of these modes of 

communication, so be sure to make your 

contacts in a timely manner. 

Also, for those of you who have email, be 

sure the Church Office has your proper 

email address so that you don’t miss out on 

the weekly eSpire or other important 

announcements which are made online.  

Thanks! 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

Bread for the World 

We are asking our members to write 
letters to  urge Congress to expand 
anti-hunger programs in response to 
the pandemic and to increase 
funding for nutrition programs.  
Enclosed is a sample letter to use as 
a guide. 
If you are able, please take time to 
write to our leaders; if you don’t 
have postage, you can drop them off 
at the Church Office and we will 
mail them.  
Thank you for your help with this 
important mission! 

PAGE 7 ISSUE 2021 VOLUME 4 

A new opportunity for you for mission to our community 

Many in our community have been hit financially by COVID-19, losing their income and in danger of losing their home 

or utilities. Many of us have received a stimulus check.  If we are not hurting financially due to COVID-19, we could 

“pay it forward” through the Church by donating the check to a new Church fund, the “COVID-19 

Community Outreach Fund”.  The Church will partner with a local non-profit to identify these neighbors and help 

them.  Just identify the donation with COVID Outreach.  We are called as Christians to support one another.  As Jesus 

said in Matthew 25:40, “I tell you, whenever you did this for one of the least important of these brothers of mine, you 

did it for me!”  This opportunity develops our generosity as a spiritual practice.  Questions? Contact Brian Annandono, 

Sharyn Common, or Mary Kilpatrick. 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  Our next celebration of Communion will be Sunday,  
April 4, 2021, during our regular 10:00 a.m. worship service. 
TWO-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING  The Deacons will be collecting for the 2¢-A-Meal offering on Sunday, 
April 4, 2021, during our regular worship service.  This program provides a channel for Presbyterians to 
respond to the crisis of hunger at home and abroad.  
JOIN US THURSDAY MORNINGS for our weekly prayer talk.  We meet via Zoom for guided devotionals 
with scripture, prayer, and fellowship at 9:30 a.m. Call the Church Office for the email invitation. All are 
welcome! 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE CARDS If you or someone you know would like a visit or assistance from the 
Deacons, please call the Church Office at 330-393-1524.  
FPC WEB PAGE ADDRESS is http://www.fpcwarren.org - come visit us on the ‘Net!  Our e-mail address is 
fpcwarren@hotmail.com  
LISTEN TO US EVERY SUNDAY MORNING at 10:00 a.m. on 1570 AM. 
MIRIAM ESTHER CIRCLE will meet at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 8, in Fellowship Hall. Bring your 
own lunch and beverage and join us for this time of fellowship and study.  
PER CAPITA: Once a year each congregation of the PC must pay a Per Capita Assessment for each member. 
The Per Capita for 2021 is $32.00 per member. Any contribution for this should be placed in the envelope 
provided in your box or in another envelope labeled “Per Capita”. 

GOOD STUFF YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Address corrections from the March SPIRE insert:  

Ron and Virginia Hatch live in Cleves not Cleveland.  

Cindy Athya’s zip code is 44483. 

New Addresses: 

Mary Ann Rought and Anastasia 221 Willard Ave. SE. Apt. A Warren, OH 44483  

Chris Lovett 3629 Northwood Dr. SW. Warren, OH 44484 

Art Straitiff 303 N. Mecca St. Cortland, OH 44410 

Brandyn & Tess Hurd 40 Freedom Loop Building B. Bellevue, ID 83313 

CHURCH KEYS: We have a new security system and we are updating our records so no one accidently sets off 
the alarm. If you have inside or outside keys to the Church, please call David Skipper at 330-307-7507.  
Thank you! 
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As we reflect on this past year, with the trials 
in our Covid-era lives, these have been 
extreme times of brokenness – with health, 
economics, socially, emotionally and in so 
many other ways.  Scriptures remind us that 
even with that despair, there is hope.   The 
issue of ‘brokenness’ has extended beyond 
our spiritual lives and ministries - to the 
church building itself. A part of the flooring 
in the Narthex has suffered major structural 
weakness over a very long time of material 
decay and wood rot due to water infiltration 
through the foundation.  A structural 
engineer has examined the center of the 
Narthex and has deemed it ‘unsafe’; it needs 
to be removed and replaced with a new floor 
support system.  Our committee has also met 
with building contractors and carpet 
installation companies toward that end.  Bids 
for the project are being received and 
reviewed so that a plan of action can 
continue.  As this committee and the Session 
deliberate about moving forward with a 
solution to this ‘not so uncommon’ dilemma 
with an old and historic structure, we need 
your help.  We ask for your prayers to invite 
God into our labors so that the ‘brokenness’ 
can be restored.  After a year of turmoil, 
these weeks of Lent, Spring, and personal re-
vitalization are showing signs that lives (and 
even buildings) can take on a new life.  We 
will keep you informed of progress, and we 
hope you share our commitment to maintain 
the wonderful structure called First 
Presbyterian Church-Warren as a beacon of 
worship, study, fellowship and 
spiritual hope to each of us and the 
community. 

Buck Gillispie 

Narthex Project Coordinator  

Building and Grounds Committee 

TIMES OF ‘BROKENNESS’: IN 

LIVES AND EVEN MORE! 

As we continue in our Big God Big Questions curriculum for 

our Confirmation Class, we have found that the testimony of 

members and friends of our congregation is invaluable as a way 

of guiding our students in their faith formation. Buck Gillispie 

was the special guest speaker on March 3 for Confirmation 

Class as we explored the topic “What Does It Mean to be a 

Disciple of Jesus?”.  Buck shared with the girls about his God- 

given talent of carpentry and how he uses that as part of his 

faith practices. He stressed that class members must study and 

learn to build their individual faith foundation.  He talked about 

Jesus’ vocation as a carpenter. Especially important was that 

Jesus taught His disciples to teach others. Buck stressed that his 

spiritual practices include worship, prayer, Bible study, and 

volunteerism. He shared some of the different types of items he 

has made and the various tools he uses.  He stressed we must 

use the skills that God gives us to glorify God and that we all 

have different skills and are not called to do the same things. It 

was another great session for the class because Buck was 

willing to share his testimony to his discipleship of Jesus. 

Thank you, Buck! 

Nick Angelini “Zoomed” in from Philadelphia to join us on 

March 10. Our lesson focused on “What Does It Mean to Show 

Christ’s Love?”  Scripture from John 21 led us to discuss the 

different types of love – agape or spiritual love versus phileo or 

brotherly love. The lesson from the reading was that God gives 

us grace and we give our love through service.  Nick then 

shared with us his six years of missionary work here in the 

United States, Mexico, and Jamaica. Nick explained that in 

Mexico they did labor work, cleaning, and slept in tents. Every 

experience was different and all vital to sharing the love of 

Jesus Christ with people who are much less fortunate than we 

are.  There were always opportunities to share their faith. He 

remembers in Jamaica that they helped put a roof on the school 

and were involved in Bible studies. Another thing he enjoyed 

was they also were able to talk and get other people's 

perspectives on their faith along with singing praise songs. 

Nick told the class that these experiences were especially 

important to his faith formation and in the future, he would 

want his own children to be involved in missionary work.  Our 

class members, including Mrs. Latessa, were very enthused by 

his presentation and plan to be involved in mission work soon. 

Thank you, Nick! 

CONFIRMATION CLASS HAPPENINGS 
BETTY ’S JOYFUL NOISE 
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Dear Easter People, 

When our children were growing up, they frequently asked, “What are we doing next?”  I think that question 
was in their bloodline and DNA because my mother repeatedly asked when she was visiting us, “What’s next, 
Betty Lyn?”  Oftentimes, we look to the future and what happenings are to come and forget about the present.  
The trick or the goal is to balance both - present and future. 

As the Lent season concludes, let us not skip the suffering of Holy Week to get quickly to the empty tomb of 
Easter.  The empty tomb is made more glorious and revered because of the betrayal and denial of the garden 
on Thursday, the death of the cross on Friday, and the absence of the Christ on Saturday. Please plan to 
participate in our Holy Week worship services so you have the full experience of grief and joy. 

When Easter does arrive, we will be singing “Hallelujah and Alleluia” and shouting “Jesus is risen!”  These will 
be glorious and joyous times of celebrating the resurrection, gathering in the sanctuary and by Facebook and 
radio to worship our triune God who overcomes the sting of death and provides forgiveness and new life. If 
you choose to come to Church for Easter, please be patient with the ushers as you are seated to maximize 
capacity while maintaining safe distancing as we continue with efforts to prevent Covid 19 spread.  The 
Session’s desire is to be welcoming to members, friends, and visitors.  How thankful we can be as we 
celebrate together from the sanctuary, radio, or Facebook. 

Being Easter people is not just a one-day event.  Life will continue in a new way after Easter so we will need to 
look toward the future.  Specifically, the future will bring a time of celebrating confirmation.  The 
confirmation students will come before the Session at their April meeting to present their faith statements.  
They will be confirmed during worship on Mother’s Day.  This exciting time in their lives and the Church’s 
life is an example of Easter people living out God’s call to make disciples. 

The current vibrancy for our children and youth ministry has spawned another “What’s next” question. Based 
on the number of attending Sunday school and Confirmation, the Session is taking a leap of faith. The Session 
has appointed a task force to hire a full-time Director of Youth and Family Ministry to provide Christian 
spiritual formation through education to children and youth and guidance to parents. 

So what is next?  The most important next step is to be in prayer for: 
Students    
Teachers 
The Search group  
Worship attendees and leaders 
Experiencing God’s presence in the now and in the future 

Joyfully, Pastor Betty 

Church Growth: Have you noticed the banners on our lawn that the committee put up?  We did it to 

attract members of the community to our Church.  With masks it is hard to tell, but if you see someone 

you don’t know at worship, say hi and welcome them. 

If you have not been contacted yet from someone on the Care Chain, please call the Church Office so 

that we can follow up.  We would like to have a substitute contactor for the Care Chain in case a 

contactor is ill or has problems that prevent them from contacting that month.  If you are willing to 

volunteer as a substitute contactor, please contact Mary Kilpatrick. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 Maundy Thursday 

9:00 am Prayer Talk, FH 
7:00 pm Maundy Thursday 
Service  

2 Good Friday 
12-3 pm on Facebook 

 
 

3 
 

4  

Easter 
Communion/2 cents  
10:00 am Worship 
 
 

5 
3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship 
& Follow-up 

6 
 

7  
5:00 pm Confirmation 
Class, B 
 
 

8 
9:00 am Prayer Talk, FH 
11:00 am Miriam Esther 
Circle, FH 
7:00 pm Worship Meeting 

9 

 
 

10 

 
 
 

11  
9:00 am Virtual Sunday 
School 
10:00 am Worship 
 

12 

3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship 
& Follow-up 
6:00 pm B & G Meeting, FH 

13 
 4:00 pm Finance Meeting 

14  
5:00 pm Confirmation 
Class, B 

15  
9:00 am Prayer Talk, FH 
7:00 pm Virtual Church 
Growth Meeting 

16  
 

17 
 

18  
9:00 am Virtual Sunday 
School 
10:00 am Worship 
 

19  
3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship 
& Follow-up 
6:00 Deacon Meeting 

20 
10:30 am Free Grocery 
Distribution 

21 
7:00 pm Virtual Session 
Meeting 

22 
9:00 am Prayer Talk, FH 

  23   

SPIRE DEADLINE 
 

24 
 

25  

9:00 am Virtual Sunday 
School 
10:00 am Worship 
 

26 
3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship 
& Follow-up 

27 
 

28 
5:00 pm Confirmation 
Class, B 
7:00 pm Communications 
Meeting 

29 
9:00 am Prayer Talk, FH 

30  
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 FPC April Birthdays 

 

04/01  Marilou Zampedro 

04/02  Jim Ries 

  Sheila Wistar 

04/03  Sue Motzer 

  Jennifer Ferguson 

04/05  Debbie Ries 

04/07  Sarah McKee 

  Mia Morrone 

  Ellie Morrone 

04/08  Casey McKee 

04/09  Shealeigh Lipscomb 

04/10  Herb Bate 

04/11  Bob Beerbower 

  Tavish Burd 

04/12  Amelia Sasanecki 

04/14  Bob Stahl 

  Maria Oswald 

04/17  Mary Ann Bromley 

04/18  Dominic Ewell 

04/21  Jane Odille 

04/24  Thelma Snyder 

04/25  Kaitlyn Annandono 

04/30  Rick Hope 

   

If we have overlooked anyone’s birthday, 
we apologize.  Please contact the Church 
Office so that we may update our records. 
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