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Service For The 
Lord’s Day 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

December 15, 2019          *Those who are able, please stand.          10:00 A.M Worship 

WELCOME!  We are glad you are worshiping with us today.  We pray that you will be challenged 

and find joy, hope, and celebration in this time spent together in the presence of God.  Please sign and 
pass the “Ritual of Friendship” booklet; then, return it to the first person.  Note those who worship 

with you so that you might greet them by name. 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

  “The Christmas spirit is that joyous hope which tenaciously clings to the hearts of 

the faithful and announces in the face of any Herod the world can produce and all the inn 

doors slammed in our faces and all the dark nights of our souls that with God all things are 

still possible, that even now unto us a Child is born!” The Christmas Spirit by Ann Weems 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE (Please greet nearby worshipers and return to your seat.) 

 

PRELUDE “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Hyfrdol/Hayes 

 

INTROIT “People Look East” Shaw 

   

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH    McKee Family      

         

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)  

Leader:  Come away from the haste and frantic busyness.  This is the season for quiet     

   waiting.    

All:   How hard it is to still our souls when we are so busy. How hard it is to be   

   patient with ourselves and others.    

Leader:   Receive God’s faithful guidance and direction. Be open to perceiving what message    

   God sends. 

All:   We want to hear and believe God’s promises. We want to follow God’s will   

   for us. 
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Leader:   God presents us with a high and holy way. Come before God now with praise    

   and singing. 

All:   We sense the joy God offers us. Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior.      

 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION     (In Unison) 

 O God, Who guides us faithfully and Whose claim is strong enough to change 

our decisions and directions, look with favor on this gathered community, that none of 

us may go astray but that we all may respond with obedience and joy to Your promises. 

Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” No. 41 

*CALL TO CONFESSION   (Lay Reader)  

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION    (In Unison) 

 Come into our confusion, gracious God. We are confused because we do 

not always seek Your guidance.  When we hear You speak, we do not always obey.  

Break through our stubbornness.  Quiet our grumbling and complaining.  We are 

not joyful because we focus on things and events and not You.  Enter our lives with 

the forgiveness You have promised to all who are truly sorry for their 

unfaithfulness.  Show us the true way to You. Amen. 

*KYRIE    No. 574 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON    (Lay Reader) 

*GLORIA PATRI   No. 579 

GOD’S PEOPLE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION     (In Unison) 

 Heavenly God, we are surrounded by so much artificial light during this Advent 

season.  Illuminate this world with the light of Your Word so we know in our hearts 

which way to go. Amen. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 35:1-4, 8-10 

   

ANTHEM  “Our Hope Is in Emmanuel”        Johnson/Larson 

     

CHILDREN’S TIME (Afterward, children may return to their seats.) 

 
SECOND READING   Matthew 1:18-25    
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SERMON  “Directions for the Highway” Rev. Betty Angelini 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    Excerpt from the Confession of Belhar 

 We believe that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of 

sin and death, and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity, 

that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new obedience 

which can open new possibilities of life for society and the world…Therefore, we reject 

any doctrine that obstructs and weakens the ministry and experience of reconciliation 

in Christ. 

 

HYMN    “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 …“Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever.  Amen.” 

 

HYMN                           “Seek Ye First”               No. 333 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION               Brian Annandono 

 

OFFERTORY “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” arr. Hayes 

        

*DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER     (In Unison) 

  Majestic God, You provide us with so much.  Your blessings abound.  Take 

our offerings and ourselves and use them this week, in ways that we cannot begin to 

imagine, for nothing is impossible with You! Amen. 

*HYMN  “Joy to the World” No. 40 

GOD’S PEOPLE GO FORTH TO SERVE 

*CHARGE AND BLESSING 

  POSTLUDE “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Trad.  

THE CELEBRATION HAS ENDED; 

LET OUR SERVICE BEGIN! 
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WELCOME VISITORS!  We are pleased you chose to worship with us today.  To learn more about 

First Presbyterian Church of Warren, we invite you to pick up a Welcome Packet at one of the 

Sanctuary entrances. 

FPC VISION:  Glorify and enjoy God through worship, education and service. 

FPC’S WEB PAGE ADDRESS is http://www.fpcwarren.org – come visit us on the ‘Net!  Our e-

mail address is fpcwarren@hotmail.com. 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE CHANCEL this morning are dedicated to the Glory of God and in 

memory of Doug Wherry by Mary Ann Bromley and Andrea Caputo.  

WHITE GIFT COLLECTION – We are collecting canned gifts for presentation by the youth at the 

family service at 5:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Our hope is that every child will be able to present a 

white gift. Wrapped canned goods can be dropped off in Fellowship Hall. The canned goods will then 

be used for the Deacons’ pantry.  

 

THE DEACONS would like to thank all who remember the Deacons’ Cupboard while shopping.  They 

are requesting bar soap, shampoo, Kleenex, and dish soap for the month of December. You may leave 

your items in the Deacons’ box in Fellowship Hall. 

RADIO MINISTRY is funded this morning by Marjorie Walker.  Our service is broadcast at 10:00 a.m. 

Sundays on WHKW-1220 AM.  If you would like to contribute to this ministry, donations designated for 

the Radio Ministry may be placed in the offering plate; contributions may also be mailed to the Church 

Office with “Radio Ministry” in the memo of the check. 

ADVENT PROGRAM: The play “Operation Christ Child” will be performed in Fellowship Hall 

today following worship. After the play, we will enjoy a light lunch.  

 
2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES – You can pick up your 2020 offering envelopes in Fellowship 

Hall. Names are printed on the boxes. Any questions, please call the Church Office @ 330-393-1524. 

 

FPC WARREN LADIES’ LUNCH BUNCH will go to Salvatore’s Italian Grill in Howland 

for lunch on Thursday, December 19. We will car pool and leave the Church parking lot at 

11:00 a.m. or you can meet us there at 11:30 a.m.  Please sign up outside the Church Office 

today. See Lynnette Devanny with questions.  
 

CAROLING AND ELASTIC BAND CONCERT: December 22 - We will meet in Fellowship 

Hall at 2 p.m. We will be caroling to our members and friends; after we return from caroling, 

pizza and drinks will be provided. If your last name begins with A-M, please bring a side dish or 

salad; N-Z, bring a dessert. After dinner, enjoy a concert by the Elastic Band.  

CHRISTMAS EVE—Join us as we celebrate the Birth of Jesus with two services.  Our Family Youth 

Service will be held at 5:00 p.m. and will feature the InSPIREd Choirs and the Elastic Band; the 

Candle Light Service music will begin at 10:45 p.m., followed by worship at 11:00 p.m. 

http://www.fpcwarren.org/
mailto:fpcwarren@hotmail.com
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SPIRE DEADLINE will be Tuesday, December 24. Please email your articles and photos to 

fpcwarren@hotmail.com. Thank you. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will close at noon on December 24 and 31 and will be closed December 

25 and January 1.  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 2020 – With each New Year comes an opportunity to give of 

your talents. We are in need of Usher Captains and Greeters. Please sign up on the bulletin board 

outside the Sanctuary if you can help. Contact A.T. with any questions. 

 

ANGEL TRIVIA ANSWER: If an angel appeared to you, what are the first words you would 

most likely hear the angel say? In Scripture, angels are recorded as bringing many different 

messages to people. However, the most common words spoken by them, and often the first ones 

spoken, are the words “Do not fear.” 

 

ANGEL TRIVIA: Do angels have wings and halos? Look for the answer in next week’s bulletin. 

LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS AND HYMNALS ARE AVAILABLE ON 

REQUEST FROM OUR USHERS AND GREETERS. 

LAY READER:    Casey McKee 
GREETERS:                  Katylu Herriman, Linda Heckman, Maryann Rought 
RADIO, LIGHTS AND SOUND SYSTEM:  Bill Kemp, Gary Wireman, Luke Heiligenberg 

VIDEO PROJECTION:                                                                                                      Bob Stahl       

 

MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS – It is again time to order poinsettias for this Christmas season.  With 

the many beautiful seasonal flowers, the warm feeling of Christmas permeates throughout the 

Sanctuary.  The cost of the poinsettias this year will be $10.00, and you can either pick yours up on 

Christmas Eve or donate it to a homebound member.  Please complete the form below and return it to 

the Church Office with your payment.  All orders must be received and paid for by Wednesday, 

December 18, 2019!! 

------------------------------------------------tear here------------------------------------------------------ 

In memory of:_______________________________________________________________ 

Given by:___________________________________________________________________ 

______# of Poinsettias at $10.00 each   ______Will pick up ______ Give to Homebound 

____________Amount enclosed in lieu of Poinsettias for ____________________________ 

Your Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

mailto:fpcwarren@hotmail.com
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WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE 

  
    Sun, Dec. 15 - Third  Sunday of Advent 

 - Choir Rehearsal......................................................... 8:30 am 

 - Sunday School ........................................................... 9:00 am 

 - Worship .................................................................... 10:00 am 

  - Christmas Program, FH ......................................... 11:15 am  

 

 Mon, Dec. 16 - Lake Vista Lunch .................................................... 11:30 am 

  - Girl Scouts, B .............................................................. 5:00 pm 

  - Deacons, B ................................................................. 6:00 pm 

  - Fibromyalgia, FH ........................................................ 6:30 pm 

  - AA, MC ....................................................................... 7:30 pm  

   

 Tue, Dec. 17 - Al-Anon, MC .............................................................. 9:30 am 

  - Community Free Lunch ........................................ 12:00 pm 
 - NA, MC ....................................................................... 7:00 pm 

 

   Wed, Dec. 18 - M.V.I., P ...................................................................... 1:00 pm  

 - AA, MC ....................................................................... 6:30 pm 

 - Session, FH ................................................................ 7:00 pm 

 - Bells ........................................................................... 7:00 pm 
 

   Thurs., Dec. 19 - Prayer Talk, FH ........................................................ 8:30 am 

 - Ladies Lunch Bunch ............................................... 11:00 am 

 

   Fri, Dec. 20 - AA, P ......................................................................... 11:00 am 

  

 Sun, Dec. 23 - Fourth Sunday of Advent   

  - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary ..................................... 8:30 am 

  - Sunday School ........................................................... 9:00 am 

  - Worship .................................................................... 10:00 am 

  - InSPIREd Choir ...................................................... 10:30 am 

  - Caroling/Elastic Band .............................................. 2:00 pm 

   

Rev. Betty Angelini                                 Melanie A. Vlad 

                        Pastor                                  Director of Music Ministry           

 

    Kathie Trowbridge                           David Skipper                    Chuck Metzger        

Administrative Assistant                  Facilities Manager    Facilities Attendant 
 


