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      Service For The 
         Lord’s Day                 

                                     First Sunday of Advent   
          
November 29, 2020        *Those who are able, please stand.          10:00 A.M.  Worship 

WELCOME!  We are glad you are worshiping with us today. We pray that you will be challenged 

and find joy, hope, and celebration in this time spent together in the presence of God.  

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  by Cheryl Lawrie    

 You do not need to feel joy or be happy to have the Christmas spirit.  The 

Christmas spirit is simply having faith that the story may be made real again: that love 

will be born, even here.  If you can, this Christmas leave space for the miracle: Let there 

be hope.  Let peace be real.  Let love be born in this place and in you again 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

PASSING OF THE PEACE    
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you. 

All:       And also with you. 

 

PRELUDE  “Deck the Halls” Keveren 
                                                            

*CALL TO WORSHIP                      (Responsive)     

Leader:  Make ready a pathway for our God! 

All:  Let us cleanse our hearts and clean out our minds! 

Leader:  Center yourself in the love of God.  

All:  Let us know that we are His children.  

Leader:  Focus on the One Who comes to love us. 

All:   Let us prepare a place in our hearts and our homes.  

Leader:  Set the table and light the candles  

All:  For Christ is coming and He will bring peace that passes understanding!  
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*PRAYER OF INVOCATION     (In Unison) 

 Heavenly Father, as we decorate this Sanctuary and our homes, adorn our hearts 

and minds with Your love and peace. Help us to focus with joy on the true meaning of 

Christmas.  May the hope, peace, and joy of this season clothe us in Your bountiful grace 

and love as we witness to the world Your gift of salvation through the birth of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

                      Amen. 

*OPENING HYMN       “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”    No. 82 GTG 
        

THE POINSETTIA 

  

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION    (Responsive) 

Leader:  Lord, we stand before You as Your own creations, But we have  

  Strayed. We have corrupted Your perfection.  We are short-sighted  

  and easily lose our focus on what this season should mean.   

  Rather than being flowers that reflect Your glory, we are like weeds  

  that tangle and distract. 

All:  We get lost in the secular.  We lose sight of the true meaning  

  of Christmas, of what Your birth means to the world, means to  

  us.  We are waiting, Lord; we are in a state of “Advent”.  Come  

  to us again; rekindle that wonder that we have lost.  Be born  

  again in our lives. Amen. 

  

*KYRIE    No. 574 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON        (Reader C) 

 

*GLORIA PATRI   No. 579 

GOD’S PEOPLE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION       (Responsive) 

Leader:  Almighty God, open our minds and our hearts and our souls to Your  

  Word.  Help me to hear what I need to hear, to understand what I  

  need to know, and to respond as You desire of me. 

All:  Make me like the pine, straight and true...always pointing  

  heavenward, always pointing to You.  Let Your Word fill me  

  and make me ever green.  Let Your Word fall on me like the  

  snow.  Let me catch it in my branches; let it water and nourish  

  me. Amen.  
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FIRST READING   Isaiah 64:1-9    

 

INTERLUDE     “The Holly and the Ivy” Rutter 
                         

ADVENT WREATH  

SECOND READING    I Corinthians 1:3-9     

MEDITATION “Greetings of Hope and Peace” Rev. Betty Angelini 

    

GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Responsive)                                       

Leader:  We believe in one God, the Father, 

All:  the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

Leader:  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

All:   the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father; through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 

He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 

Mary, and become truly human. 

Leader:  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

All:  He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  

Leader:  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

All:   and His kingdom will have no end. 

Leader:  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

All:  the Lord, the giver of life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who 

with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, Who has spoken 

through the prophets. 

Leader:  We believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 

All:  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 …“Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever.  Amen.”  
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OFFERTORY “The Gift” arr. Brickman 
                                 

*DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

  
*OFFERTORY PRAYER                (Responsive)          

Leader:  Accept our gift, dear God. We are not kings. Our gift is not gold; it is not 

frankincense; it is not myrrh.  

All:  This gift is only what we are able to provide; may it honor You as King; may 

it be to Your glory as God; may it be a token of our love for our Savior. 

Amen. 
  

*HYMN  “People, Look East” No. 105 GTG  
   Verses 1, 3 and 5 

  

GOD’S PEOPLE GO FORTH TO SERVE 

 

*CHARGE AND BLESSING  

BENEDICTION                     “Amen”                                                            Lutkin  

POSTLUDE   “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” arr. Hayes 

 

THE CELEBRATION HAS ENDED; 

LET OUR SERVICE BEGIN! 
WELCOME VISITORS!  We are pleased you chose to worship with us today.   

FPC VISION:  Glorify and enjoy God through worship, education and service. 

FPC’S WEB PAGE ADDRESS is http://www.fpcwarren.org – visit us on the ‘Net!  Our e-mail 

address is fpcwarren@hotmail.com. 

HEARING DEVICES to better enable you to hear the service are available from one of the ushers.  

Please return the device at the end of the service. 

WATCH US LIVE ON FACEBOOK at First Presbyterian Church of Warren. 

 

JOIN US THURSDAY MORNINGS . . . for our weekly prayer talk. We meet in Fellowship 

Hall for guided devotionals with scripture and prayer and fellowship at 9:30 a.m.  All are 

welcome.  Please join us.     …let us walk in the light of the Lord                 Isaiah 2:5 

 

THE DEACONS would like to thank all who remember the Deacons’ Cupboard while shopping.  

They are requesting bar soap, shampoo, Kleenex, and toilet paper for the month of November. 

You may leave your items in the Deacons’ box in Fellowship Hall.  

http://www.fpcwarren.org/
mailto:fpcwarren@hotmail.com
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RADIO MINISTRY is funded this morning by Dave and Betty Angelini. Our service is broadcast 

at 10:00 a.m. Sundays on 1570 AM.  If you would like to contribute to this ministry, donations 

designated for the Radio Ministry may be placed in the offering box; contributions may also be mailed 

to the Church Office with “Radio Ministry” in the memo of the check.  Our radio ministry costs 

approximately $100.00 per week; your financial support will keep this ministry alive.  

VIRTUAL FELLOWSHIP AND FOLLOW-UP: Join us virtually Monday, November 30, at 

3:00 pm for fellowship and follow-up from Sunday’s worship service. The invitation to join the 

Zoom meeting was included in Thursday’s E-SPIRE.  

ThankfulNOW Quote #5: Breathe in gratitude and exhale peace. Leticia Raw 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT-GIVING: The information for this year's Alternative Gift-Giving 

(AGG) program was included with the November Spire.  An envelope was not included due to 

the number of inserts for this month.  Please read the AGG brochure, select your favorite 

charities, and mail your donation (a check made out to FPC) to the Church Office.  The deadline 

is Friday, December 18, 2020. Thank you for your on-going generosity! 

INFORMATION NEEDED...Parents of college students:  If your child is living away from 

home, please send their current address to the Church Office. We would like to include them on 

the mailing list for the Spire so they can be kept informed of FPC news and activities.  Thank 

you!  

THE LOVE TREE - It is time again for our annual Love Tree Project to benefit the students at 

the Warren City Schools Willard K-8 Building! Due to the pandemic, we have two different ways 

in which you may pick up a tag beginning today.  

1) You may come in to the Church Office sometime during the week and be given a tag by 

Kathie.   

2) You may call Jenny Annandono at 330-719-6296, and she can text or email you a tag.   

With each tag, you will receive a clear plastic drawstring bag. The school is asking you to place 

all your wrapped gifts inside to simplify school delivery of the gifts.  

3) Please return gifts by Sunday, December 13. 

 

PUZZLES: Do you enjoy doing puzzles? We have a wonderful selection of puzzles in 

Fellowship Hall for you to borrow. Most of them have fewer than 1000 pieces. Stop in and take a 

look!     

CANTOR:    Alexis Musgrove    
USHER:    Ray Rubrake 

GREETERS:   David Skipper and Chuck Metzger 

RADIO, LIGHTS AND SOUND SYSTEM:   Luke Heiligenberg         

VIDEO PROJECTION:                                                       Alexis Musgrove, Bob Stahl 
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WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE 

   
Sun, Nov. 29 - First Sunday of Advent 

  - Hanging of the Greens Service 

  - Virtual Sunday School .......................................................... 9:00 am  

  - Worship .......................................................................................... 10:00 am 

   

Mon, Nov. 30 - Virtual Fellowship and Follow-Up ....................................... 3:00 pm 

  - Virtual B & G Meeting .......................................................... 6:00 pm 
     
Tue, Dec. 1 - Virtual Finance Meeting ................................................................. 4:00 pm 

 - Facebook Advent Wreath Lighting ............................................... 7:00 pm 

  

Wed, Dec. 2 - Virtual JAM Meeting ...................................................................... 5:00 pm 

 

Thur, Dec. 3 - Virtual Prayer Talk ........................................................................ 9:30 am 

 - Virtual Miriam Esther Circle ........................................................... (TBD) 

 - Virtual Worship Meeting ............................................................... 7:00 pm 

  

Fri, Dec. 4 - Virtual Deacons Mission Meeting ...................................... 10:00 am  

 
Sun, Dec. 6 - Second Sunday of Advent 

  - Communion/2 Cents-a-Meal 

  - Virtual Sunday School .......................................................... 9:00 am  

  - Worship .......................................................................................... 10:00 am 

   

 
 

                       Rev. Betty Angelini                                 Melanie A. Vlad 

                                     Pastor                                  Director of Music Ministry           

 

         Kathie Trowbridge                           David Skipper                    Chuck Metzger       

    Administrative Assistant                  Facilities Manager              Facilities Attendant 


