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DEACONS’ NEWS  
The Deacons held their first meeting of 
2021 on January 18. They began to work 
on organizing various activities and 
projects for both the congregation and the 
community. Grocery Distribution took 
place on January 19, with 31 bags of 
groceries given to people in need. These 
groceries are distributed on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month. We are looking 
for willing volunteers to help pack or 
distribute groceries. Please contact a 
Deacon or the Church Office in regard to 
volunteering. This is certainly a project 
that “many hands make light work.” The 
Board also began a review of the Policy 
Manual. The document was last updated in 
2014, so it is time to assess changes and 
additions needed to be made to keep this 
policy current.  

The Mission Committee is currently 
exploring various projects for the 
community. Children’s books will be 
delivered to the Pediatric Department at 
Mercy Health- St. Joseph Warren. 

Another project in the planning stage is a 
sweatpants/underwear collection for the 
local Head Start Program. The Committee 
is planning a project to provide birthday 
cakes for children residing at Someplace 
Safe. All of these projects will nurture the 
youngest members of our community.  

The Congregational Care Committee is 
planning to send a “Mid-Term Treat Box” to 
our busy college students this spring. They 
are also working with the Fellowship 
Committee to send each member of our 
congregation a birthday greeting and a 
special treat. If you are in need of assistance 
with transportation for a COVID-19 
vaccine, please contact Lynnette Devanny. 
The group continues to contact and provide 
assistance for our Special Care Members, 
too.  

The Fellowship Committee will host the 
Annual Chili Cook-Off on February 14. 
Since we are still observing restrictions due 
to COVID-19,the Cook-Off will be a 
“Drive Thru” event. We are looking for 
members to make their favorite chili recipe 
to be distributed from 12:00  to 1:00 PM. 

Please contact the Church Office by 
February 7 if you are willing to make a 
pot of your “famous” chili.  Have your 
calendars marked for February 14 for 
this event. The “drive-thru” Cook-Off 
will take place in the Church’s parking 
lot. You will need to just pull up to the 
kitchen door to pick up your chili lunch. 
For $5.00 per person, you will receive a 
bag with samples of the various chilis, 
crackers, a Valentine Treat, and 
information on the upcoming Lent 
activities. The money collected will go 
to the Church’s Relay-for-Life Fund. 
This is a tasty way to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day with some 
“heartwarming” chili.  

The Deacons would like to thank the 
congregation for all of their support for 
our projects within the Church and 
community. If you are aware of any 
members’ needs we should be 
addressing, please let one of the 
Deacons know.  

Love, Peace, and Happiness, Sarah Hirt 
Buzulencia- Vice Moderator  
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“We love because He 
first loved us”  

1 John 4:19 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WARREN     

 
New Member Spotlight 

Welcome back to Jeff and Jacque Miller as they 
reaffirmed their membership here at this Church in 
October 2020. Meeting in the meditation garden as an 
extension to Sunday morning worship, the 
congregation received the Millers as they reaffirmed 
their faith in Jesus. Jeff works in the physical therapy 
department at Hillside Rehabilitation, while Jacque is 
employed as an Intake Investigator at Mahoning 
County Children’s Services. They both enjoy crafts, 
athletics, and serving meals. Together, they have a 
daughter, Makayla, born in 2019, who joyfully 
occupies their family time. Please join Mike and Sarah 
McKee, the Millers’ Koinonia Friends, in helping the 
Millers call FPCW home.  

Sue Dennis continues to reach 
out to our children each Sunday 
through Zoom and Facebook. 
Pictured are Susan Stahl, Kathi 
Ensweiler, and Missy and 
Dominic Morales-Stitt helping 
assemble Sunday School Zoom 
packets.  

Josephine (Josie) and 
Katherine (Katie) Caputo 
received their Bibles early so 
they could use them for class.  

Presentation of Bibles 



CLERK’S CORNER 
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Actions from the Regular Meeting of 
Session of January 20, 2021. 

Our annual meeting set for 
February 14, 2021, is to be a 
Zoom meeting, which will 
make it easier for members to 
participate. It will follow 
worship.  

Finance and Stewardship 
reported YTD income of 
$330,295.09 with YTD 
expenses of $317,874.63. We 
had a surplus of $12,420.46.  A 
thank you to our members who 
maintained pledges throughout 
a very difficult year. 

Finance is urging anyone who 
has not returned a pledge card 
to please do so. 

Building and Grounds will be 
purchasing a new security 
system that will cover the 
church and the garage. Repair 
parts are not available for our 
current system in the event of a 
breakdown. 

Phase I of replacing our sound 
system has started with the 
purchase of equipment. The 
soundboard that we have is also 
so old that repair parts are not 
available. 

The CE Search Committee, 
chaired by Shelly Taylor, is 
meeting to complete a job 
description. Having a trained 
Christian Educator was a 
congregational priority that was 
identified in the Holy Cow 
Survey.  

The annual statistics were 
accepted by Session. The statistics 
will be included in the 2020 
Annual Report. 

Mary Kilpatrick, Chairperson, and 
Donna Latessa, Session 
Representative, have been elected 
to the Church Officer Nominating 
Committee, which will be 
completed at the annual meeting. 

Pastor Betty hopes to delay her 
installation until we can all meet 
in a service to be witnesses to the 
event. 

Delores Morrison, Jean Taylor, 
and Virginia Hrinsin died since 
our last Session meeting. After an 
adjustment for the statistics, our 
membership is 226. 

Stay at home and be safe! Wear a 
mask if you must be out and 
about. Vaccinations are coming!  

Peace, Ray Rubrake, Clerk 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Zoom Sunday school (K-5) has been 

a tremendous success. Packets with 

weekly lessons are delivered once a 

month to each child’s house. We 

then meet on Sunday morning at 9 

AM and go over the lesson for the 

week. The children, already using 

this form of learning in school, are 

really enjoying this experience. We 

average 10-12 students a week.  

The theme for the month of 

January was "Learning to use your 

Bible". Josie and Katie 

Caputo received their Bibles on 

January 10 via Zoom Sunday 

School. They were the only children 

in Sunday School who had not been 

presented their Bibles from FPC, so 

we had a special early 

presentation. They had been using 

their mother’s Bible that she 

received from FPC when she was a 

child. It was amazing to see the 

other children’s faces when that was 

explained to them. The new Bibles 

had been sent to Andrea and at the 

beginning of class there was a 

special presentation made as a 

surprise for the girls. As you can see 

by the faces in the pictures, they 

were very happy.  

Jigsaw puzzles are available in 
Fellowship Hall. Most of the 
puzzles are 500 pieces or less. 
Stop in during the week 
and take one; complete it; 
return it; borrow 
another. Enjoy!  

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  Our next celebration of Communion will be Sunday,  
February 7, 2021, during our regular 10:00 a.m. worship service. 
TWO-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING  The Deacons will be collecting for the 2¢-A-Meal offering on 
Sunday, February 7, 2021, during our regular worship service.  This program provides a channel for 
Presbyterians to respond to the crisis of hunger at home and abroad.  Don’t forget to bring your coins 
to drop in the special offering buckets. 

JOIN US THURSDAY MORNINGS for our weekly prayer talk.  We meet via Zoom for guided 
devotionals with scripture, prayer, and fellowship at 9:30 a.m.  Please call the Church Office for the 
email invitation. All are welcome.  Please join us. 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE: If you or someone you know would like a visit or assistance from the 
Deacons, please call the Church Office at 330-393-1524. 
FPC WEB PAGE ADDRESS is http://www.fpcwarren.org - come visit us on the ‘Net!  Our e-mail 
addresss is fpcwarren@hotmail.com  
LISTEN TO US EVERY SUNDAY MORNING at 10:00 a.m. on 1570 AM. 
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED on Monday, February 15, in observance of 
Presidents’ Day.  

DEVOTIONALS: Are you interested in receiving the Upper Room at home? Call Kathie in the Church 
Office and she will order you a year subscription as a gift from FPC. Enjoy a year on us! 
THANK YOU for all the calls, cards, food, and prayers from the passing of Jean and our son. Your 
kindness is very appreciated. Dr. Bob Taylor 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION will be held via Zoom on 
Sunday, February 14, 2021, immediately following worship to receive annual reports for 
the fiscal year 2020 and to conduct any other business that may properly come to the floor.  
Please exercise your ecclesiastical citizenship and plan to be present.   

GOOD STUFF YOU NEED TO KNOW 
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First Presbyterian Church of Warren, Ohio 
Mission Statement 

First Presbyterian Church is a worshiping, welcoming Community of Faith.  
We are called by God to be ambassadors of Christ to all people through 

preaching the gospel, teaching discipleship and serving in the name of Christ 
Jesus. 

First Presbyterian Church of Warren, Ohio  

Vision Statement 

Glorify and enjoy God through worship, education and service. 
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Information for the March issue 
of Steeple People must be sent to 
Sue Kindelberger (SueAKind@aol.com) 
no later than Tuesday, Feb. 16, 
2021. Read any good books 
lately?  If you have, send the 
titles to Sue by the same date.  

SANCTUARY FLOWER 

CHART – The Sanctuary 

Flower Chart for 2021 

has arrived and is in the 

Church Office.  Please 

reserve your date or 

dates now for 2021. 

PER CAPITA ASSESSMENT 

Once a year each congregation of the 
PC(USA) must pay a Per Capita 
Assessment for each member. The 
Per Capita for 2021 is $32.00 per 
member. Any contribution you 
make for this purpose should be 
either placed in the envelope 
provided in your box or in another 
envelope labeled “Per Capita”. 

The FPC Care Chain is being revised a little, and contacts should 
happen in February.  Someone  will reach out to you with a note or call 
to help boost spirits during this time of isolation.  If you prefer not to be 
contacted, please let the Church Office or the person who contacts you 
know this.  If you are not contacted in February, please let the Church 
Office know.  Perhaps your contact information needs to be updated.  If 
so, please call Kathie in the office at 330-393-1524  with your new 
address, phone number, or email by January 29 for a church directory 
supplement coming in the March Spire. 

Koinonia Friends help new members become acquainted with our 

church and mission.  The new Koinonia Friends are Ray Rubrake for 

Bob Coupland, Lynn Griffith for Richard Coupland, Donna Latessa for 

Barbara Pollock, Kathi Ensweiler for Alice Preston, Deb and Jim Ries 

for Janice and Thomas Semple, Linda Heckman for Theeda Simeone and 

Barbara Wike, Mike and Sarah Buzulencia for Dave and Thelma Snyder, 

Betty Kay Womer for Sandra Vine, and JoAnn Rubrake for Sue Jeffers. 

CHURCH GOWTH COMMITTEE NEWS 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 

Phase I for improving our sound system is starting with 
equipment purchases. If all goes well, it could be 
completed in the first quarter of 2021. 

Fat Sunday is coming... February 14. We will be having 
our Nearly World Famous Chili Cook-off one half hour 
after the Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
concludes. It will be a drive-thru pick-up as we did for 
the Founders’ Day Dinner. Donations will be accepted 
for the Relay-for- Life team. We will provide a way for 
you to vote for your favorite. The explanation of how 
will be with the chili. Reservations will be 
required and must be in by February 8. 

There will be an Ash Wednesday Service on February 
17, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.  

Pray for the pandemic to subside. Vaccines are coming. 

Ray Rubrake.   

ANNUAL REPORT 

The 2020 Annual Report will be available 

starting Friday, February 5. You can stop by 

the Church Office during the week and pick up 

a copy to reference during the Annual Meeting 

on February 14. We ask that you take one per 

family. If you want the Annual Report mailed 

to you, please let us know.  

BETTY’S JOYFUL NOISE 
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In some ways, Christmas seems like it just happened.  In other ways, our Church, 

community, and nation have experienced much in January and Christmas seems so 

far away. Ecclesiastes, an Old Testament book of wisdom, speaks of the seasons of 

time and the futility of that time spent separated from God’s purpose for our lives. 

The month of February provides us with the time to turn back to God and time to 

develop immunity to COVID 19 through vaccination. Through both of these activities, 

we will draw closer God as we discern our purpose in God’s plan for the kingdom of 

heaven on earth. 

In mid-February, we begin the liturgical season of Lent, a time of turning to God in 

repentance as we prepare for the suffering of the crucifixion and the rejoicing of the 

resurrection.  The Lent team has been busy in January working to re-tradition our 

rituals of Lent to help us in that preparation.  From a drive-by chili cook-off to Zoom 

Friday night Lenten dinners and discussions, we will continue to maintain communal 

worship, preparation, and celebration in new and different ways.  See the enclosed 

flyer about Lent and wait for breaking news about a new yet meaningful way to 

observe Ash Wednesday. 

While we continue the re-traditioning of our Christian customs and celebrations to 

maintain social distancing as we praise God, COVID 19 vaccination programs are 

hopefully ramping up within our community.  For us to be able to gather together in 

the sanctuary in worship and throughout the community in fellowship and service, 

participation in this scientifically proven safe and efficacious vaccination program is 

essential. Check out CDC vaccination site for specific details- https://www.cdc.gov/

coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html. Once you decide to receive the 

vaccination and need assistance to register or help with transportation to the 

vaccination administration site, the Deacons are available to help.  Contact the 

Deacons Congregational Care Chairperson, Lynnette Devanny, for that assistance. 

Vaccination is the key for us to be able to gather again safely and to end this 

pandemic. 

May February truly be a time to heal, a time to build, and more contemporarily a 

time to repent in community and in solitude and a time to vaccinate. 

Joyfully,  

Pastor  Betty 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship & 
Follow-up 
7:00 pm Zoom SC Book 
Study 

2 
 

3 
5:00 pm Zoom 
Confirmation 

4 
9:30 am Prayer Talk, Zoom 
7:00 pm Worship Mtg. 
Zoom 

5 
 

6 
 

7  Communion/2 Cents 

9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 
 

8 
3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship & 
Follow-up 
7:00 pm Zoom SC Book 
Study 

9 
 

10 

5:00 pm Zoom 
Confirmation 
 
 

11 
9:30 am Prayer Talk, Zoom 
7:00 pm Zoom CE Meeting 
 

12 
7:00 pm Zoom Lenten 
Bible Study  

13 

 
 
 

14  
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 
11:15 am Zoom 
Congregational Mtg. 
12:00 pm Drive-thru Chili 

15 Presidents’ Day  
Church Office Closed 
6:00 pm Deacons, Zoom 

16 
10:30 am Free Grocery 
Distribution 
  

17 Ash Wednesday 
5:00 pm Zoom 
Confirmation 
7:00 pm Zoom Ash Wed. 
Service 
7:30 pm Session, Zoom 

18 
9:30 am Prayer Talk, Zoom 
7:00 pm Zoom Church 
Growth 
 

19 
SPIRE Deadline 
7:00 pm Zoom Lenten 
Bible Study  

20 
Katie Gray Wedding 
 
 

21  

1st Sunday in Lent 
9:00am  Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 
 

22  

3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship & 
Follow-up 
6:00 pm B&G Meeting 
Zoom 

23 
7:00 pm Lent Zoom 
Worship 

24  
5:00 pm Zoom 
Confirmation 
7:00 pm Zoom 
Communications Meeting 

25 
9:30 am Prayer Talk, Zoom   
 

  26 
7:00 pm Zoom Lenten 
Bible Study  

27  
 

28 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 
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 FPC February 

Birthdays 

 

02/06  Velma Woodall 

  Guy Latessa 

02/07  Bob Coupland 

02/08  Rita Stringham 

02/09  Cathy Hesselman 

02/13  Barb Sherwood 

02/15  Levi Griffith 

02/16  Enzo Muccio 

02/19  Marty Nadenichek 

  Matt Haering 

02/21  Adrienne Vasil 

02/25  Nancy Hochadel 

  Bill Chuirazzi 

02/27  Sharyn Common 

 

If we have overlooked anyone’s 
birthday, we apologize.  Please contact 
the Church Office so that we may 
update our records. 
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Follow-up 
7:00 pm Zoom SC Book 
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3 
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4 
9:30 am Prayer Talk, Zoom 
7:00 pm Worship Mtg. 
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7  Communion/2 Cents 
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13 

 
 
 

14  
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 
11:15 am Zoom 
Congregational Mtg. 
12:00 pm Drive-thru Chili 

15 Presidents’ Day  
Church Office Closed 
6:00 pm Deacons, Zoom 

16 
10:30 am Free Grocery 
Distribution 
  

17 Ash Wednesday 
5:00 pm Zoom 
Confirmation 
7:00 pm Zoom Ash Wed. 
Service 
7:30 pm Session, Zoom 

18 
9:30 am Prayer Talk, Zoom 
7:00 pm Zoom Church 
Growth 
 

19 
SPIRE Deadline 
7:00 pm Zoom Lenten 
Bible Study  

20 
Katie Gray Wedding 
 
 

21  

1st Sunday in Lent 
9:00am  Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 
 

22  

3:00 pm Zoom Fellowship & 
Follow-up 
6:00 pm B&G Meeting 
Zoom 

23 
7:00 pm Lent Zoom 
Worship 

24  
5:00 pm Zoom 
Confirmation 
7:00 pm Zoom 
Communications Meeting 

25 
9:30 am Prayer Talk, Zoom   
 

  26 
7:00 pm Zoom Lenten 
Bible Study  

27  
 

28 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
9:00 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 
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